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that sometimes in the open streets or in the
public parks they approach lonely persons and
lure them to their habitations.
That night I went to bed at about ten.
I was too much fatigued and so I was
expecting sound sleep. I tried to sleep but
in vain, because there were noises floating
into my room. Through out the night songs
and dances of the girls were going on in the
adjoining rooms. So I could not have a wink
of sleep. In the morning I, therefore, called
on Mr. Deb Sarma who was living nearby
and related to him my experience of the past
night. This gentleman was very kind to
request me to put up with him until my
departure from the city. Mr. Sarma, a bachelor
and a highly educated perfect gentleman, had
been living there for a number of years.
He Tvas then serving in the Police Department.
The place where we were living, was
situated near the sea. So I had the greatest
opportunity to see the lives of the boat-people
who numbered about forty thousands. These
people are called "Tanka" or "Egg People/*
Why they are called by such names and
where from and when did these people come
and began to live in boats are still unknown